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   The modern hedgehog has no close relatives amongst other mammals 
although it may have distant links with moles and shrews.  It belongs to 
a family all on its own and has developed along a separate evolutionary 
line for millions of years.  The family has a dozen or so species, five in S. 
E. Asia, three in Africa and two in China but no indigenous ones in the 
Americas or Australasia. Our British hedgehog is the same species 
which occurs in most of the continent of Europe and is called Erinaceus 
europaeus.  It has been introduced to New Zealand.
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